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Heaven and earth are everlasting
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In this sanctuary, the Pure Land
The highest state of good is like water

The Lotus is a representation of eternity

Born, but owns nothing
Act, but compete with none
Benefit, but harm not

Shine, but do not flaunt

Buddhist compassion
Is at the heart of the Lotus
The Bodhi Tree
The cooperative cause for all sentient beings

Leads naturally to long-lasting beneficial relationships
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Lyricist & Composer: Tan Dun
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Purity . Transcendence - Immersive Operas in the
Courtyard of Chi Lin Nunnery
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In the courtyards and gardens of Chi Lin Nunnery, a holistic experience of architecture and music, Dunhuang murals and
meta-universe, a filming location, and a drama and dance performance will take place. It is an occasion where the
audience can feel the omni-presence of beauty, whether in the form of nature, the arts or vibes of Chinese history and
culture. Under the setting sun, the Chi Lin Nunnery building complex gradually fades into the night as if into a dream
or a magical mirror... The performance will begin when those present are least expecting it, allowing people to enter the
mystic shifts of the universe and the meta-universe - also known as the "programme of the evening": Lotus, Dialogue
between Bach and the Pure Land, Great Compassion Mantra - Water Rock 'n’ Roll, String Quartet and Pipa, The Four Seasons and

more. The works will be a soul-purging, dreamlike experience for those attending.

L (i) 1. Lotus

L B A 56 ) II. Dialogue between Bach and the Pure Land

L (R - KIEED III. Great Compassion Mantra - Water Rock 'n’ Roll
Iv. (LN ERZHAEE) IV. String Quartet and Pipa

V. (%) V. The Four Seasons

VI (F 4 - ) VL. Lotus of the Pure Land

B HH H In Putonghua
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Running time of the performance is approximately 1 hour without intermission.
Latecomers will only be admitted at a suitable break.

BT A R > FEE AR A o

The performance can be viewed online afterwards. Details to be announced.
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Dear Patrons:

To avoid undue disturbance to the performers and other members of the audience, please switch off your mobile
phones and any other sound and light emitting devices before the performance.

We also forbid eating and drinking, as well as unauthorized photography, audio and video recordings during the
performance. Thank you for your co-operation.



. K& 7}(% # Great Compassion Mantra - Water Rock n' Roll

9 A AR D A - Namo Ratna Trayaya,
W i 0 A S L A - O Namo Ratna Trayaya...

ZZ IR A% The deserted mountains are fresh from the rain
REWLARFK o There is autumn in the evening air

B A PR TR R - The bright moon casts its light through the pines

R T e i As the clear brook runs o’er rocks and stones

Py B & - The bamboo grove is roused by washer women returning
HH) T Y - The lotus on the water is stirred by the fishing boats
BB With spring blooms long gone

EREE o The noblemen can now choose to stay

i 0 A T - Namo Ratna Trayaya...

V. [ %5 The Four Seasons

HFHEMMKER - With flowers in spring, the moon in autumn
HARBREAEE - Cool breezes in summer, and snow in winter
o S ] S 40 B As long as one’s heart is free from all cares
A5 R N\ TR 47 BRe 6 o They make the best of times to feel alive

VI #1 « ¥  Lotus of the Pure Land

AEHA > Heaven and earth are everlasting

—Ji Bt In this sanctuary, the Pure Land

EFAH K The highest state of good is like water

b The Lotus is a representation of eternity
A EH Born, but owns nothing

A FE Act, but compete with none

WA E Benefit, but harm not

Xt A M Shine, but do not flaunt

R L Buddhist compassion

16 B - Is at the heart of the Lotus

1R The Bodhi Tree

RO A% The cooperative cause for all sentient beings
H AR E- Leads naturally to long-lasting beneficial relationships
RRHA Heaven and earth are everlasting

— ks In this sanctuary, the Pure Land
EEHK The highest state of good is like water

b The Lotus is a representation of eternity
REHA Heaven and earth are everlasting
REHA - Heaven and earth are everlasting

ST o0 A% BGE A PR AR AR
English translation provided by KCL Language Consultancy Ltd
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Tan Dun

Creator / Director

The world-renowned artist and UNESCO Global Goodwill Ambassador Tan Dun has
made an indelible mark on the world’s music scene with a creative repertoire that spans
the boundaries of classical music, multimedia performance, and Eastern and Western
tradition. He is the winner of today’s most prestigious honors, including the Grammy
Awards, the Academy Awards (Oscar), Grawemeyer Awards and Shostakovich Award;
L'Ordre des Arts et des Lettres in France; the Bach Prize in Germany, Golden Lion
Honorary Award in Italy and the 50th Istanbul Music Festival for Lifetime Achievement
Award. Tan’s music has been played throughout the world by leading orchestras,
opera houses, international festivals, and on radio and television. He is currently Dean of
the Bard College Conservatory of Music.

As a conductor of innovative programmes around the world, he has led the Mainland
tours of the Mahler Chamber Orchestra and Japan’s NHK Symphony. He led L'Orchestre
National de Lyon in a six-city tour; a four-city tour of Switzerland and Belgium with the
Guangzhou Symphony Orchestra; and conducted the RAI National Symphony
Orchestra, the Oslo Philharmonic, Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra, and the
Melbourne Symphony Orchestra, where he was named Artistic Ambassador. Next
season’s highlights include conducting the Orchestra dell’Accademia Nazionale di Santa
Cecilia, L'Orchestre Philharmonique de Radio France, the Royal Concertgebouw
Orchestra and the Philadelphia Orchestra. He also serves as the Honorary Artistic

Director of the China National Symphony Orchestra.

Tan records for Sony Classical, Deutsche Grammophon, EMI, Opus Arte, BIS, and Naxos.
In 2016, Tan Dun conducted the grand opening celebration of Disneyland Shanghai which
was broadcast to a record-breaking audience worldwide. Most recently, his work Prayer
and Blessing was also live streamed using 5G technology and subsequently broadcast
worldwide by UNESCO. His recordings have garnered many accolades, including a
Grammy Award for Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon and nomination for The First Emperor,
Marco Polo and Pipa Concerto, Japan’s Recording Academy Awards for Best Contemporary
Music CD for Water Passion after St. Matthew, and the BBC’s Best Orchestral Album for
Death and Fire.
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Eb @gfﬁi Assistant Director
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Jay PENG holds two Master of Fine Arts degrees from The Hong Kong Academy for
Performing Arts, one in Choreography from the School of Dance and the other, in
Directing from the School of Drama. He is the Artistic Director of the Returning Spirit
Dance Theatre of Shanghai. His recent works include the music and dance theatre
production Tune of Water, which was commissioned by the Shanghai Concert Hall. It has
been staged in Shanghai, Beijing and the Avignon Festival in France. His works have also
been staged in Hong Kong, Shanghai, Beijing, Taiwan, Malaysia, Thailand, the United

States, Sweden, France and more.

% 57]( ﬁ){i Vivian Ip

HEBRFSHE Rehearsal Conductor
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Hong Kong native Vivian Ip is one of the rising young conductors in Hong Kong. Maestro
John Nelson, the winner of the Best Conductor of the Grammy Award, has once praised
her, “Conducting is like breathing for you. Bright talent you have!” She has guest
conducted at the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra, Hong Kong Sinfonietta and
Musica Viva Hong Kong. She was appointed Assistant Conductor of the Hong Kong
Philharmonic Orchestra in 2016-2018 and assisted its Music Director Jaap van Zweden
and principal guest conductor Yu Long, as well as overseas conductors such as Christoph

Eschenbach, Charles Dutoit, Vassily Sinaisky and Lawrence Foster.
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S — /MR EE First Violin
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Nina Wong is an active performer on the local and international arts scenes, as well as the
recipient of the Cultural Affairs Bureau Prize of Macao. In 2010, she won first prize in
multiple Violin Solo classes, including the Advanced Level, Strings Concerto and Chamber
Music for Strings categories of the 28" Macao Young Musicians Competition. As the
founder and first violinist of the Virtus String Quartet, she and the quartet won the second
prize at the 5" International Chamber Music Festival in Shanghai. Nina acquired her
Advanced Performance Studies Diploma at the Bard College Conservatory of Music in the
United States under professors Tan Dun, Jiang Yi Wen and Joan Tower, among others, and
she obtained her Master of Music and Bachelor of Music (Honours) degrees from The

Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts under the tutelage of Professor Ivan Chan.

]3%&‘ ﬁn Sammi Chan

55— /MRZE Second Violin
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Sammi Chan graduated from The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts with a
Bachelor of Music (Honours) degree in 2021 and was on the Academy Honours - Dean's
List. In 2018, Sammi went on a concert tour with the Asian Youth Orchestra, with Richard
Pontzious and James Judd conducting. In 2022, she participated in the Kent Blossom
Music Festival where she performed with the Miami String Quartet and the Cleveland
Symphony Orchestra. She was also the concertmaster of the Kent Blossom Chamber
Orchestra. Sammi has also performed as a member of local orchestras in collaboration

with the Gustav Mahler Orchestra, Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra and etc.
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EPT%% Viola
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Joelion Keung graduated from The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts and was a
recipient of the Jackie Chan Charitable Foundation Scholarship during her studies. She
also completed her Master of Arts degree in Viola Performance at the Royal Academy of
Music under the tutelage of professors James Sleigh and Garth Knox. Her orchestral
performing experience includes playing viola with the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra
and Hong Kong Sinfonietta. In 2018, she premiered a viola duet work by Scott Slapin in
Europe and played as a solo violist in the Royal Academy of Music's Manson Ensemble
with Oliver Knussen. She also performed in the Royal Festival Hall under the baton of
Semyon Bychkov, and was one of the soloists of the installation project Pieces of Eight
headed by Dr. PerMagnus Lindborg.

? J% % Eunsol Lee

KHREE Cello
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Korean cellist Eunsol Lee received her bachelor's and master's degrees in cello
performance from the Cleveland Institute of Music in 2013 and 2015, respectively. She also
undertook the Advanced Music Studies programme at Carnegie Mellon University in 2018
on a full scholarship. As an orchestral player, she has performed in many regional
orchestras, both in the United States and in South Korea. During her studies in the United
States, she played in the Akron Symphony Orchestra, Erie Philharmonic Orchestra and
Firelands Symphony Orchestra. During the 2017/2018 season, she played in the Pittsburgh
Symphony Orchestra as a substitute player. Lee is also an active chamber musician. While
studying at Carnegie Mellon University, she won a place in the Honors String Quartet in
2016 and toured Qatar with the quartet in 2017 as an Art Ambassador, and played in the
Contemporary Ensemble and the Baroque Music Ensemble. She is currently a member of
the Hong Kong Sinfonietta.
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EEE Pipa
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Felissa Chan holds a Bachelor and a Master’s degree from The Hong Kong Academy for
Performing Arts, majoring in Pipa performance under the tutelage of ZhangYing and
YuanYue. She participated in many international competitions and received numerous
awards. She won a Professional Gold Award at the “Liaoyuan Cup” Pipa Competition.
She currently teaches in the Junior Music Programme of the HKAPA, and is a member of
the Gaudeamus Dunhuang and Yue Pipa ensembles. In 2019, Chan gave two solo recitals
in Tai Kwun in Hong Kong, entitled Of Melodies Old & New by Plucked Strings and
Contemporary Images. In 2018, she performed in the Pipa Concerto Dress of Clouds,
Face of Flowers with the Academy Chinese Orchestra. In 2017, she was invited to give a

Chinese music concert in Finland at an event organised by Musicus Society.

% )I:( %]] Rong Chenchu

ﬁﬁc‘np E’ﬁi%% Principal Percussion
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Based in the United States, Rong Chenchu is a young contemporary percussionist, jazz
vibraphonist, arranger and composer. She is a global artist for Musser Percussion, Jinbao
Musical Instruments, and Specialty Percussion, as well as a recipient of the Outstanding
Cultural Worker of Shanghai award. An outstanding percussionist who bridges classical,
contemporary and jazz music and is active on concert stages both in China and around
the world, she has been lauded as”a leading figure of contemporary percussion music” by
American media, “a rare pioneer of music” by world-renowned maestro Tan Dun,
“a pioneer of percussion and jazz music with an exceptionally oriental vibe” by UNESCO,

and“the pride and future of oriental jazz” by jazz master Jerry Bergonzi.
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E’ﬁf%% Percussion
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Lee TszYan is a percussionist in the Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra and an alumna of The
Hong Kong Academy of Performing Arts, where she studied Chinese percussion under
Yim Hok Man. She learned Western percussion under Sophia Woo of the Hong Kong
Philharmonic Orchestra. She was awarded a gold medal at the 8" National Youth
Percussion Professional Group — University Group Folk Percussion Competition. In 2013,
Lee became a freelance musician of the HKCO and began playing locally and touring with
the HKCO while also actively performing in a variety of art and cultural events, including
the 15" Hong Kong Art Development Awards Presentation Ceremony in 2021 and the
China International Import Expo (Shanghai) in 2019, where she represented Hong Kong as
a special guest at the Run-Around Ensemble. The band's song Love Birds was selected as
one of the pieces to be performed by the HKCO during the Hong Kong Drum Festival - The
Drums of Hong Kong. Lee has extensive teaching experience, and the school drum teams
under her instruction have earned high marks at the Hong Kong Drum Festival and the
Hong Kong Percussion Competition.
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Emma Ng is currently pursuing a Bachelor of Music (Honours) degree at The Hong Kong
Academy for Performing Arts, majoring in timpani and orchestral percussion under the
tutelage of James Boznos and Aziz D. Barnard Luce, who are both principals of the Hong
Kong Philharmonic Orchestra. She was awarded the Mr. & Mrs.Y S Liu Scholarship in
2022. She participated in Marimba category at the 2019 IPEA Elite Competition and
International Fringe Music Festival and Competition, as well as in RTHK4's Student
Concert Hall. She is interested in multimedia projects and ensemble playing, including
The Upstrike Project x Ken Ueno and The Moving Drums. Recently, she attended the
Soundscape Festival in Italy and competed in the Hong Kong Synergy 24 Drum
Competition.
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Bryony Che began learning music from her parents at a young age under the tutelage of
Ramond Vong and Dr. Lung Heung Wing. Later she completed her Bachelor of Music
degree programme and is now pursuing a Master of Music degree at The Hong Kong
Academy for Performing Arts on a full HKSAR Government Scholarship, with majors in
timpani and orchestral percussion under the tutelage of James Boznos and Aziz Barnard
Luce, both of whom being principals of the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra. She had
participated in various masterclasses conducted by Evelyn Glennie, Reiner Seegers and
Markus Rhoten. During her studies, she was the champion in the Marimba category and
first runner-up in the Timpani category at the 2018 IPEA Elite Competition. She attended
the Aspen Summer Music Festival in 2022. When the community was locked down by the
Covid-19 pandemic, she presented a recital that incorporated Max Signal Processing.
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ﬁ’&%é‘i& Percussion
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Emily Cheng completed a Bachelor of Music (Honours) with first-class honours and a
Master of Music with distinction at The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts. She was
the recipient of several scholarships. She has participated in performances across styles
and forms, including solo, chamber, orchestra, opera and multimedia. In 2014, she became
the first female drummer to collaborate with the Hofesh Shechter Company and garnered
praise for her performance in Political Mother in the New Vision Arts Festival. In 2020, she
presented her solo recital Metamorphosis — Emily Cheng Multimedia Percussion Recital, which
was supported by the Hong Kong Arts Development Council's Emerging Artists Scheme.
She has performed in Hong Kong artist GayBird’s installation performances, including
18 Ways, which was one of the M+ museum's opening programmes (2021); its sequel,
Another 18 Ways to Create or Mute Sound, in 2022; and HACK at the New Vision Arts Festival
(2022). Emily Cheng is currently an active freelance percussionist with many professional
ensembles, including the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra.
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Graduated from The Royal Northern College of Music with Master of Performance
(Distinction) under the tutelage of Simone Rebello and Ian Wright. She also holds a
Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Music from The Chinese University of Hong Kong under
the tutelage of Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra percussionist Sophia Woo Shuk Fai
and James Boznos. Chan has participated in various music festivals such as the
International Summer Academy of the Universitat Mozarteum Salzburg. She attended

masterclasses with Katarzyna Mycka, Jean Geoffroy, and more.

]3% 7( > Chen Yining

PE /PR Choreographer / Lead Dancer
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Young dancer Chen Yining trained in Chinese classical dance at the Beijing Dance
Academy. She won the Folk Music Special Gold Award and Dance Gold Award at the
“Star Torch Cup” event in 2008. She was invited to perform in The Book of Songs by the
China National Opera and Dance Drama Theatre. In 2017, she wonja Class One Award at
the 15" Beijing Dance Competition. Under the recommendation of Professor Shi Min,
Chen began collaborating with Tan Dun and toured internationally in his music theatre

production Buddha Passion as a“flying apsara” Fantan Pipa dancer.



JEIIL E& ﬁn Wan Nga Yu
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$EBE Dancer
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Wan Nga Yu graduated from The Hong Kong Academy of Performing Arts with a major in
Chinese dance. Prior to her current study, she attended the Gifted Young Dancers
Programme at the HKAPA and received the Bursaries Scholarship. In her third year, she
received the Chinese Dance Faculty Scholarship 2020/21, performed in Drum in the
School's production of Dance 2. In her fourth year, she received the Professor Sheng
Zhuoren and Zhao Li Memorial Scholarship 2021/22, performed in My Dance, Meshrep in
the School's production of Dance 1 and performed in Upon Calligraphy in the School's

production of Dance 2. She also performed in Colossus at the Hong Kong Arts Festival.

7%% E Jane Lam
$E W% Dancer
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Born in Hong Kong, Jane Lam graduated from The Hong Kong Academy for Performing
Arts with a major in the Chinese dance stream of the School of Dance and a minor in
Choreography. She also masters ballet and contemporary dance technique. She started
Chinese dance training when she was four years old, and continued her training
throughout primary school, secondary school and her time at HKAPA. She has also
participated in various performances inside and outside of school. She is currently a

dance instructor.
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ﬁ]s H)% # Dolores Cheng

%Eﬁ Dancer
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Dolores Cheng has recently graduated from The Hong Kong Academy for Performing
Arts with a Bachelor of Fine Arts (Dance) degree in 2022. Cheng has extensive performance
experience, including major school performances and collaborations with well-known
international choreographers, such as Tang Ya, Miranda Chin, Leung Kwok Shing,

Jiang Hwaxuan .

;‘K % @Q Chu Mei Ching

%Eﬁ Dancer
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Graduated from The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts. Chu Mei Ching is
currently studying in Beijing Dance Academy for Master of Fine Arts degree. She won
the Gold Medal for solo dance in the Bauhinia Cup Dance Championships. She
performed in the 15" Hong Kong Arts Development Awards Presentation Ceremony as a
solo dancer. She also joined the International Creative Dance Forum and Intercollegiate
Dance Performance in Beijing Normal University. Chu also participated in various dance
productions, including the Grand Music Dance Drama Di Zi Gui (Greater Bay Area Tour),
Red Fan, Yellow Earth & Yellow River, and etc. Chu was also invited for cultural exchange

performances in Beijing, Malaysia, Belgium, Germany, Netherlands, Switzerland, and etc.



Ffﬁ % Sissi Yan

%Eﬁ Dancer
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SissiYan started dancing at a young age. She used to work as an assistant of the former
artistic director of Hong Kong Dance Company, Mr. Leung Kwok Shing. She was the
main dancer and rehearsal master of Grand Music Dance Drama Di Zi Gui and other
performances directed by Mr. Leung. Her dance involves personal understanding and
specializes in conveying the expression of music and improvisation. She visited
Dunhuang more than 20 times and once worked with Ms. Fan Wei for her work Dance of

Yi People, professor of Pipa of Central Conservatory of Music.

ﬁ' % /E!\ UEJ l% Female Vocal Theatre
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The Female Vocal Theatre made its world debut at Lotus Garden, Hammer Hill Park in
Hong Kong in December 2022. This is also an opportunity for Tan Dun to create an
immersive reality performance Purity . Transcendence - Immersive Operas in the
Courtyard of Chi Lin Nunnery , organically combining immersive reality art experience
with original ecology and female voice theatre concepts. The first station of the Female
Vocal Theatre at Lotus Garden, Hammer Hill Park in Hong Kong. The occasion also marks
the chorus’ first leg of a global tour since Tan Dun created it to complement his
multimedia production which is a showcase of appealing visuals, female vocals, and
dynamic theatrical movement on the international stage. The choir is composed of 16

outstanding singers.

OB b R R

Information contained in this house programme are provided by the arts group.
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Thank you for attending the performance. If you have any comment on this performance or general view on the
Leisure and Cultural Services Department cultural programmes in general.
You are also welcome to write to us by email at cp2@lcsd.gov.hk or by fax at 2741 2658.

Bl F R B S AL 2 I B B B AR - R RITEDA T A
http://www.lcsd.gov.hk/tc/artist

Please visit the following website for information related to application for programme presentation / sponsorship by
the Leisure and Cultural Services Department:

http://www.lcsd.gov.hk/en/artist
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The programme as well as the content and information contained in this house programme do not represent the views
of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department.
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